SEMANTICS

BY DONALD WINZER

INT. PET SHOP - DAY



The STORE OWNER, a man in his early 40s, stands behind a counter
in a quiet Pet Shop. Various animal cages clutter the walls.
There is a poster of William Shakespeare on the wall. There are
no customers.

CHARLES, a man in his mid 30s, enters the Pet Shop carrying a
cage.

CHARLES
Hello, I'd like to return this snake.

STORE OWNER
What's wrong with it?

CHARLES
It's poisonous.

STORE OWNER
Poisonous? I'm sorry sir, but that's
quite impossible.

CHARLES
What do you mean, 'impossible'?

STORE OWNER
I mean that what you're telling me is
something unable to occur, exist, or be
done.

CHARLES
It killed my neighbor! How's that for
impossible?

STORE OWNER
Well I'm sorry about that sir, but the
snake isn't poisonous.

CHARLES
Listen here mister, I bought this snake
from you yesterday, and you insisted
that it was not poisonous. You lied to
me!

STORE OWNER
I did not.

CHARLES
Yes you did! This snake's a killer!

STORE OWNER
Now let me take a look at that snake.

The Store Owner peers into the cage.

STORE OWNER
Ah, I think I see the trouble here.



CHARLES
Yes?

STORE OWNER
You meant to say that the snake is
venomous.

CHARLES
I'm sorry?

STORE OWNER
You see, poisonous things are bad when
you bite them, while venomous things are
bad when they bite you, you see? It's a
common misconception, but it's very
important to distinguish the two. Your
neighbor didn't lick the snake, did
they?

CHARLES
No, he didn't lick the snake!

STORE OWNER
Then the snake's not poisonous.

CHARLES
Look, it doesn't matter. I didn't come
here to argue semantics with you. I only
came to get my money back.

STORE OWNER
Doesn't matter? Doesn't matter! Do you
know what you are saying? Do you think
these bars are what separates those
animals from you and I? No! Humanity has
risen, nay, transcended the very food
chain that Mother Nature sought to bind
us with. And how? Let me tell you,
mister, we are on the outside of these
bars for one reason and one reason only:
Semantics.

CHARLES
You know, I think you're right. Now can
you please just give me my money back?

STORE OWNER
Certainly, I just wanted to make sure we
were in agreement first. I am sorry
about your neighbor by the way. To be
honest, I was half hoping you were going
to tell me that he did lick the snake.
That would have been pretty
coincidental, huh?

CHARLES



No, it wouldn't.

STORE OWNER
Of course it would, because then his
death would have been the opposite of
what I would'wve expected.

CHARLES
Oh, I think I see the problem. I think
you meant to say it would have been
'ironic.' Something is coincidental when
two different events are surprisingly
similar without a causal connection,
while something is ironic when the
outcome of a situation is the opposite
of what you expected. It's a common
misconception, but it is very important
to distinguish the two, you see?

STORE OWNER
Oh, well I suppose you're right. Here's
your money, then.

A 10 foot long scaly reptile escapes its cage and starts walking
around the Pet Store.

CHARLES
Good heavens, there's a crocodile on the
loose!

STORE OWNER
No, there isn't.

CHARLES
Look out man, it's right behind you!

STORE OWNER
No, there is not a crocodile right
behind me.

The reptile begins eating the Store Owner.

STORE OWNER
It's an alligator!

Charles looks directly at the camera.

CHARLES
Well, that was ironic, wasn't it?

END.



